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The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea features works by more than 750 artisans from more than 100 
counties across the Commonwealth. For more information about events, call 859-985-5448, go to the 
center’s website or visit our Facebook page.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

GALLERY EXHIBITION    
“225: Artists Celebrate Kentucky’s History” 

Through Sept. 23, 2017 
 

The Center’s gallery exhibit “225: Artists Celebrate Kentucky’s History” displays the work of 51 
Kentucky artists. Kentucky has always cherished its history. The preservation of Kentucky stories, 
places and traditions has shaped its culture today. This exhibit includes over 60 works by Kentucky 
artists who have recorded and celebrated numerous facets of Kentucky’s rich 225-year history. 
 

These works capture the essence of Kentucky – including its historical places, people, events, state 
commerce, agriculture and the state’s unique flora and fauna. Accompanied by written stories and 
histories in each artist’s words, this exhibit entices the viewer visually and verbally. 
 

        
 

Photos, left to right: “Four Seasons at the Dry Stone Fence” stained glass by Margo Marquette; “Centered” by Sarah 
Stopenhagen Broomfield.                        
 
 

LOBBY EXHIBITS       
“Reproduction Quilts by Karen Witt” 
Through June 10, 2017 

The Center’s lobby features the quilts of Karen Witt who creates reproductions of early American 
quilts from the mid-1800s. Several quilts are based on specific quilts in museum collections using 
new reproduction fabrics. Many works are hand quilted and stitched.  

 
 

Detail of quilt titled “Philadelphia” a reproduction quilt by Karen Will based on use of chintz applique with border 
frames. This style is similar to European quilts prior to the Civil War.       

 

“Agates: Kentucky’s Jewels” 
June 17 – Nov. 18, 2017 

mailto:Gwen.heffner@ky.gov
https://www.facebook.com/kentucky.artisan.center/
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http://www.facebook.com/kentucky.artisan.center/


 

“The Kentucky Agate is rarer than a diamond, and comes straight from the heart of Kentucky.”    
               ‒John Leeds, Jeweler 
 

This exhibit tells about the history, formation and location of these fascinating and rare works of 
nature. 
 

The exhibit explains how these unusual agates, found primarily in five central Kentucky counties are 
formed. Numerous lapidary and jewelry techniques for turning this rare stone into elegant jewelry are 
also shown via photos and text. 
 

Displays of original Agate specimens as well as finished jewelry by numerous Kentucky artists, 
round out this exciting exhibit.  
 

    
 

Photos, left to right: Kentucky Agate specimen showing the distinctive black and red banding; one-of-a-kind large 
pendant, earrings and ring made from Kentucky Agate by jeweler Rachel Savane´ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

DEMONSTRATIONS – EVENTS – GALLERY TALKS  
 

JUNE EVENTS FEATURE 225 CELEBRATION, KENTUCKY’S 

POET LAUREATE, HANDMADE BOOKS & AUTHORS 
 

June 3– Saturday   

Whitney Withington Creates Handmade Books at Kentucky Artisan 
Center 
On Saturday, June 3, Whitney Withington, of Big Hill, will demonstrate how she creates her one-of-
a-kind books from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 

Withington has been making handmade blank journals for many years. Each is a unique creation 
joining repurposed woods, decorative handmade papers, waxed linen threads and hand-torn 
archival pages with Coptic stitch binding. Her journals give creative space for people’s drawings and 
stories. 

      Handmade books by Whitney Withington  
 

June 3 – Saturday; June 4 – Sunday; June 5 – Monday; June 6 – Tuesday 

The Sands of Time: Celebrating Kentucky’s 225 Year History 
Sand Sculptor Damon Farmer Creates Historical Sculpture  
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea celebrates Kentucky’s 225th Anniversary, with the creation of 
an original sand sculpture by internationally known artist Damon Farmer, bringing Kentucky history 
to life in sand. 



  Damon Farmer sculpting sand 
 

Starting on Sunday, June 4, and continuing, through Monday, June 5 and Tuesday, June 6, Farmer 
will sculpt a huge pile of compacted sand into intricate imagery. From 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on these three 
days, visitors are invited to watch Farmer carve and shape sand using only the simplest of tools. 
Carving from top to bottom, he will carefully sculpt the wet sand to illustrate moments in Kentucky’s 
history.  
 

June 9– Friday – 10:30 a.m. 

“Sands of Time” 225 Sculpture Celebration Event at Kentucky Artisan 
Center  

 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC EVENT – 10:30 A.M. 
The Kentucky Artisan Center will celebrate the completion of a historic sand sculpture by Damon 
Farmer, with an open to the public event held on Friday, June 9, beginning at 10:30 a.m.  
Guest speakers will include Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet Deputy Secretary Regina Stivers, 
Travel and Tourism Commissioner Kristen Branscum, artist Damon Farmer and newly designated 
poet laureate Frederick Smock, of Louisville, reading selected poems. 
 

  Kentucky’s Poet Laureate Frederick Smock 

 

A reception will follow the event program at 11:00 and tours of the Center’s exhibit “225: Artists 
Celebrate Kentucky’s History” will be given. Free ‘225’ Birthday Cake will be offered to visitors 
throughout the day and the Café will offer Cheeseburgers for $2.25. Everyone is welcome! 
 

June 10– Saturday  

Artist Paper Handmade Books Demonstrated by Linda Kuhlmann at 
Kentucky Artisan Center 
On Saturday, June 10, Linda Kuhlmann, of Berea, will demonstrate how she creates her one-of-a-
kind books from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 

Kuhlmann began recently to work with art full time. She began making journals in response to the 
way the process of writing is changing in society. Today acronyms and emoticons are being used 
instead of words. It is her hope that the handmade journals she makes speaks to the more personal 
and artistic side of writing. 
 



   
View of a boxed journal by Kuhlmann. The handmade and bound blank journal fits into the hand-constructed box 
 

June 10 – Saturday   

Free Guided Gallery Tours of Exhibits at Kentucky Artisan Center 
The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea will offer visitors free guided tours through the center’s gallery 
exhibit, “225: Artists Celebrate Kentucky’s History.” Tours are at 11 a.m. and again at 2 p.m. 
 

June 17  – Saturday  

Berea Welcome Center Carvers at Kentucky Artisan Center   
Three members of the Berea Welcome Center Carvers will demonstrate a variety of woodcarving styles 
and techniques on Saturday, June 17, from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Kentucky Artisan Center. 
 

June 24– Saturday  

Books Celebrated With Signings by Authors Crystal Wilkinson and 
Terry Foody at Kentucky Artisan Center 
To help celebrate books, on Saturday, June 24, well-known author Crystal Wilkinson and newly 
published author Terry Foody will be signing copies of their books from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Center. 
 

Wilkinson recently won the Ernest J. Gains Award for Literary Excellence and her book “The Birds of 
Opulence” was named the winner of the 2016 Weatherford Award for Fiction and the 2017 Judy 
Gaines Young Book Award.. 
 

    Wilkinson and her book “The Birds of Opulence” 

 
 

Author Terry Foody has worked in community health in New York State and Kentucky, taught 
nursing at Kentucky State University, and coordinated research projects at the University of 
Kentucky. She has lectured about cholera for the Kentucky Humanities Council and written the book, 
“The Pie Seller, The Drunk, and the Lady: Heroes of the 1833 Cholera Epidemic in Lexington 
Kentucky.” 
 

Both Authors will be available to talk about their writing and sign copies of their books from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Center. 
 



 Terry Foody with her book  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Kentucky Artisan Center at Berea is an agency in the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet of 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

 


